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January 2012   Happy New Year to you! 

      Build & Fly 
 

 

 Iôm not sure that I say THANK YOU enough, so I want to start by thanking all  

the club members who donate their time and efforts to making this a great club.  

Itôs hard to recognize every one so Iôm just saying that all your hard work is  

appreciated. A special shout out to Mike Rapp and Larry Hufford who were awarded 

the Man of the Year award; well deserved! I also want to recognize all those that came 

before us and established the wonderful flying site that we now are privileged to have and  

use. Itôs our duty to keep and maintain it to the best of our ability.  

 

 I have to confess, Iôm a model airplane junky. Iôve got the habit, if Iôm not at  

the field flying Iôm probably in my shop building. I have to force myself to take  

care of other business like eating and sleeping. I wake up in the middle of the  

night thinking about the project Iôm working on. I have model airplanes all over  

the house. If youôre like me youôre probably doing the right thing, renewing your  

membership in the Palomar RC Flyers. Letôs have some fun!  

 

 Itôs not much fun if itôs not safe. Safety will be priority #1 at all times. Since  

Iôve been a member I think our club has had a very good safety record. Or is it that  

weôve just been lucky? Safety is the pilotôs responsibility as he is ultimately  

responsible for his or her aircraft, but the club has a duty too. Field rules and AMA  

rules are established to create a safe environment. I would like to propose a new  

activity to keep us all thinking safety. Weôll call it ñBest Practicesò. At every  

meeting I would like to have a ñBest Practicesò session where a club member  

discusses something related to safety. It can be something as simple as the idea of  
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staying behind a spinning propeller. If you have a good topic for best practices  

bring it to the meeting. The idea is to get us all thinking safety.  

 

 I hope it never happens, but what would we do if there was a serious injury  

accident at the field? What are the procedures we would follow? How are we  

covered for liability? How is the report filed? To answer these questions Iôve  

asked Todd Melton, our club safety officer, to give a presentation to the club at  

the January meeting. Iôve also invited Tom Minegar to speak on the liability issues  

and insurance coverage. These are important topics and Iôm inviting all club  

members to join us and bring your questions.  

 

 The Pearl Harbor Classic combat took place on December 10th & 11th. Brave and daring pilots 

assembled to test their skills in the skies over Johnson field. One of the highlights for me was 

watching Ron Edwards in a one on one make two cuts while flying just off the deck; that was 

great flying! In Open-B Jason Erwin, and in SSC Russ Donnely where the first place finishers, 

Good job!  

 

I want to thank Dave Truax for organizing our Christmas dinner. The meal was catered by the 

Apple Spice Junction. That was some nice roast beef.  

 

Check out the Palomar RC Flyers on Facebook. Thatôs the work of Barry Hirschberg. Barry is 

the man responsible for our great website. Thanks Barry!  

 

Remember to attend the key exchange on January 7th from 8am to noon. Be sure to thank Var-

ley and Glenn for their work in organizing and getting the new keys and name badges ready.  

The AMA convention is the 6th, 7th, and 8th. If youôve never been, this is well worth the trip 

up to the Ontario Convention Center. All aspects of our hobby are covered; it makes for a de-

lightful day. I always feel like a kid in the candy store at this event.  

 

January 19th will be our first general meeting, Iôll see you there  

 

Bill Hill  

President of the Palomar R/C Flyers, Inc 
 

Thank you from Joe Buko 

 

I was deeply touched at our Christmas/Holiday party by the generosity of you club members 

who honored me with a gift symbolizing your gratitude to me as president for the past two 

years. I do not know the names of those who contributed, so I cannot express my individual 

thanks. To you I give my deep thanks. I was close to tears when Tom Johnston  presented your 

most generous gift to me and to my wife, Ann.  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! I give a 

special óthank youô to Tom Johnston who orchestrated this gift. He later told me that some years 

ago, the club members did this for Bob Lang, a past president, who led the effort to find and 

build our field. It has been a high honor to have served you these past two years. Thank you. 

 

Joe 
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                                          Larry Drisner and Ron Schuyler                                            Joe Buko photos 

New 

Board 

Member 

 

Ron  

Schuyler 


