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The Newsletter of the Palomar RC Flyers  
RC Web Site N http://www.palomarrcflyers.org/ 

Parents please pass  this copy of the Transmitter on to 

your Junior Member (s) as you see fit. 

AMA Charter #141  

Presidents Column April 2010 

 

Larry Hufford suggested that we start a sacrosanct fund specifically for the purchase of a tractor. 

There were a number of us who had the same idea. Thus, we are setting up a special fund only for 

buying a tractor.  If you read Aprilôs Transmitter, you are aware that our nearly 70 year old small 

tractor needs to be replaced. Larry says that operating it is like asking a 70 year old man to run a 

marathon twice a month. It is only a matter of time before ñold Herbieò dies. We need a larger trac-

tor to pull a larger mower. 

If you can afford to contribute to this special fund that will only be used to buy a tractor, please 

do so by sending in your check. If you contribute $1,000, you will be given a lifetime membership.  

If you contribute $500, you will be given a half-lifetime membership. How does this work? For 

example: If you are 50 and plan to live to 100, you are good to go until age 75. However, you must 

be sure of your date of death which must be certified by San Diego Countyôs Department of Public 

Records. Thus, I recommend giving $1,000 because   oneôs date of death does not matter and it can 

happen more naturally. 

Seriously though, this is a serious call for help to anyone who can contribute. Your  donation, small or large will help. We start 

the fund with  $1,050!  Iôm asking you to kindly think about making a special donation because our need for a replacement trac-

tor is here. Our target amount is $12,000. If you are unable to donate, we understand and that is ok.  

Not mowing is not an option. It is part of our agreement with the Papas Development Corporation who own our field. 

Raffle 

We congratulate Robert Wylie and Bob Lang for the April raffle (even though I didnôt win). They provided $1,000 worth of 

prizes!  Only 37 members attended the April meeting (down from about 55 in March) so oneôs chances of winning were very 

good. 

An entire radio system was won as was a four cycle OS engine, many kits, and fuel among the prizes. If you like raffles, this is 

the place to come and participate. 

Alcohol on the property 

Since we have been the custodians of our field for the past 10 years, our clubôs policy has been that no alcohol is to be con-

sumed on our property. That means that no beer, wine or other alcoholic drinks are to be consumed on the property.  Why? If an 

accident happened with one of our airplanes due to drinking, we would not want to go to the owner and have to tell him that. 

Consequently, the rule was made that no alcohol is allowed to be consumed on our property. 

Larry Hufford reports that he has found beer cans in our trash.  
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If you have been drinking at the field, please stop. No alcohol is to be consumed at our field. Thank you. If you see someone 

drinking, please inform them that this is not allowed and let me know. I will reprimand him. 

April 17, 2010 

Mr. Louie Papas, the owner of our flying site, visited the field on Saturday, 4/17/10. When I saw a distinguished looking gen-

tleman arrive, I asked him if he were the owner of the property. He said he is and I guessed his name to be John Papas. ñNo,ò said 

he, ñThatôs my son. Iôm Louie.ò 

I thanked him warmly for the use of his property telling him how deeply we appreciate his generosity. (We are there on his 

field on a gentlemanôs agreement; we are not there on a lease as I had thought.) He looked around and saw Larry Adams and Joe 

Tranthan painting the teal shade structure. Bill Hill and I were completing the beautiful redwood bleachers. He was pleased that 

the grass has been mowed and mentioned this to me.  We spoke about airplanes, and he mentioned that his grandsons are inter-

ested in them. Bill Hill gave him a balsa Skystreak, a winder, and I gave him several extra rubber bands for it.  

He is impressed with our work with Cub Scout groups and children as we did on April 7 and said so. 

Mr. Pappas looked over his land, turned to me, and said, ñCan you do something for me? Iôd like your group to thin out the 

trees by cutting them down. Take it slowly so as not to attract attention.ò He was pointing to the trees we see as we look toward 

the heli field. These are the trees behind the tangerine trees. He wants the fruit trees left alone, but would like the others removed. 

Also, as we come along the road to our field from our main gate, near the place where the barn used to be, there are some big 

eucalyptus trees. Heôd like them cut down too. 

He realizes it is a big job, but asks that we do it slowly. I responded that we could do this for him. He then responded, ñIôm 

putting  you in charge of this.ò Again he said that he would like it done just a little at a time. He asked me about this three times 

which shows the level of his interest in this project. 

Our owner is generous to us by freely giving us the use of his land for the past 10 years. Yes, we have to care for it, but if we 

owned it, we would have to care for it too.  

We shall probably be here for another 5 or 10 years. Cutting down the trees is one way to show our appreciation and thanks for 

the great benefit of having our field. We will start by removing the huge dead tree in the group of trees near the 90 degree bend in 

the road on the way to the heli field from our field.  If you are interested in helping us out with this project, our first tree cutting 

session will be on Saturday, May 29, 2010 beginning at  8:30 AM. We shall remove one tree per month. If you wish to bring a 

chain saw, please do so. We will cut a tree down on the last Saturday morning of every month. 

Chairs at the Field 

If you have any unused patio chairs you wish to donate to our field, please bring them to our field. Thanks muchly. 

Heli Field 

Ray Nemovi says that no one is flying helicopters on the 72 band any longer. They are flying on 2.4GH. That means that the 

top five channels, i.e. 55-60,  can be returned for use at our field. We will discuss this at our May club meeting to finalize this 

change. 

Bleachers 

We have restored one of the bleachers at the field. The second bleacher is waiting to be restored at a later date. Check out the 

$500. bleachers. They are beautiful. Take a look. 

New Signs at the Field 

Bob Peterson had signs made for our field which state ñNO CARD-NO FLYò . Why do we have these signs? The reason is 

this: 

Recently, a number of men have showed up at our field to fly claiming they are club members. When asked to produce their 

club card, they were unable saying they forgot it, but they lied because they were not club members.  

 The only way we have of telling that a flyer is in fact a club member is by seeing their club card. Please wear your card in a 

visible place. If itôs in your car, please get it and wear it. Thanks. 

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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On April 18th, a club member brought a relative to fly as a guest at our field. The guest could not produce an AMA card. ALL 

GUESTS MUST HAVE AMA  membership to fly at our field. If you bring a guest to fly at our field, your guest must be able to 

show his/her AMA membership. 

 

Heli-Fun Fly 

On May 21, 22, 23 we will host our annual Heli-Fun-Fly. This happening has always been a big deal; it is the biggest deal of 

all our activities!  Even if you donôt fly heliôs, come on out because the professional level at which these pilots fly is as good as it 

gets. If you have never come to witness awesome heli flying, this is the year to do it!  Ray Nemovi is heading it up this year 

while Bill Hill is the CD. There will be night flying on Saturday, something very special . The main raffle prize is a $3,000 heli-

copter put together by Ray! Only pilots will be able to participate in the raffle, and we expect about 100 pilots to fly! Bill Hill is 

doing an outstanding job of promoting this event. See you there! 

 

Joseph Buko 

President  

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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Club Meeting Minutes for April  2010  

Meeting called to Order at 7:30                               About 40 members attending 

 

Minutes of March Meeting accepted as published in the Transmitter. 

Treasurerôs report for March was $1887 income and $1353 expenses paid, for a positive cash flow of 

$534, leaving about $600 in checking and $11,000 in savings. Report accepted. 

Todd reminded everyone to be exceedingly careful when charging lithium batteries, and to store them in 

something safe, like an amo can.   

The Scale Masters qualifier in Hemet was well attended.  The top 30% of each class will go on to Nation-

als at the end of the year. 

The May 21-23 Heli fun fly event is going to be big and will be attended by several world class pilots.  

There will be a separate raffle for the pilots, as well as a general raffle.  The big prize is a competition heli 

which has been built by Ray Nemoui from parts donated by venders.   

Bill reported there were 60 boys and girls at the rubber band powered airplane event on April 7th.  The 4 

adult flyers were pretty busy helping everyone, but it all worked out. 

The sign advertizing Saturday and Monday Night Flying Instruction will be ready soon. By placing it by 

the highway we hope to take advantage of the traffic to and from the casino.  Handouts have been com-

pleted and stocked in the ñflyer boxò which has been cleaned up and just needs to be re-installed at the 

field. 

Does anyone know what happened to the big white plane cut out that used to be at the west end of the 

runway? 

Many thanks to the mowing crew of John Jr, Don, Frank and Larry.  Everything looked great for the 

April 11th Combat event.  Todd reported this was the largest combat event of the year so far with lots of pi-

lots and spectators, some coming from as far away as Exeter. In addition, the good BBQ cooked up by Ar-

non, John Jr and Frank was yummy and profitable. 

The Monday Night Training is going well in spite of a couple rain outs.  Frank reports that there are 5 

good planes which will be converted to the new 2.4 system.   

Voting was completed on all the remaining changes to our By-Laws and Site rules.  There was some dis-

cussion on how our elections are done, but no decision was made. 

 

Model of the month went to Larry Adams for his Bleriot XI.  It has an electric motor and weighs only 24 

ounces. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:00                                     Respectfully Submitted, Merrily Faust 
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Board  Meeting Minutes for April 2010  

Board Meeting Minutes   April 24, 2010 

 

Thank you notes will be going out to Bob Lang for writing the history of the club, and to Glenn Pohly for 

the great job at the microphone at the Fallbrook Air Show! 

A Tractor Fund has been started and already has $1050 dollars donated.  This is a dedicated fund to be 

used only for the purchase of a tractor and maintenance of existing equipment.  The board has voted on op-

tions presented by Larry, and will share their ideas at the May meeting. 

It was decided that the airplane cut out at the end of the field does not need to be replaced as the orange 

flags are enough of a warning for the no fly zone. 

Pala Casino has shown interest in using our field for overflow parking, but this is an issue to be handled 

by the owner of the property, not the club. 

Heli fun fly is coming up fast.  Shirts are ordered and donations for prizes are coming in.  Bill Hill is do-

ing the Friday BBQ, and food will be catered on Saturday.  Fun fly tickets are $30 and include one raffle 

ticket and a t-shirt. 

Hobby People is showing some interest in sponsoring our field and one of our pilots in combat. 

We will be having our typical 4th of July picnic, with Frank hosting.  In addition to the BBQ there will be 

cake to celebrate our clubôs 55th Birthday. 

We need replacement chairs at the field, and would appreciate donations.  

Thanks to Bob Peterson for the new reminder signs posted at the field.   

The painting work at the field continues with a third 5 gallon bucket of paint and the help of Joe and the 

painting crew. 

We still need to be looking for additional flying fields.  One suggestion is to talk to the people at Pala for 

possibilities on reservation land.  Frank and Brian are checking for contacts there to explore this idea. 

 

The 5th of June we will host an inter club fun fly at our field. 

 

July 10th we will be doing Pylon Races. More information on that to come. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  Merrily Faust, Secretary  
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Announcements   

 We morn the passing of one of our Club members  

Bill Netzeband  

We would like to send our deepest condolences to Billôs family 


