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The Newsletter of the Palomar RC Flyers  
RC Web Site N http://www.palomarrcflyers.org/ 

Parents please pass  this copy of the Transmitter on to 

your Junior Member (s) as you see fit. 

AMA Charter #141  

Presidents Column April 2010 

June 2010      Presidentôs Column   

 ñWings Over the Jungleò   

 

This is my name for the presidentôs column. These days, even the thistles on the side of the hill 

have brought the jungle up close and personal. You can only descend the hill at the end of the run-

way if you cut a swath through the tall thistles with a machete. We have one in the container at the 

field for your inevitable use. 

As we pass the half-year mark, itôs appropriate to recall some highlights of what We have accom-

plished since January. I celebrate you who have contributed your time, treasure and talents to make 

our club the marvel that it is.   

There is core of dedicated folks who give much to the rest of us. These are our unsung heroes. 

While Iôll not mention everyone involved, you know who contributes to our club.  

The following accomplishments are listed at random, that is, not in order of importance, but be-

cause each is important. Hereôs my list. Yours may be different and if I did not mention yours, please forgive my unintentional 

oversight. This is some of what our club has accomplished during these past six months: 

1) Combat has ñtaken offò and our combat team is second to none. Two of our members are point leaders in this event. Just 

ask Todd about it! 

2) Tom Minegar began an introductory program to advertize our club to the general public one day per month. He places a 

sign near Highway 76 on a weekend to invite the public to stop in and take an introductory flight. He also installed the new sign 

on our gate which welcomes you to Johnson Field. 

3) Glenn Pohley ran another successful day at the Fallbrook Air Park on April 18th;  weôve increased our membership because 

of it. 

4) Bob Lang wrote our clubôs history which is posted on our web site. His effort took more than 40 hours! 

5) We have reexamined our clubôs rules and are bringing them up-to-date. 

6) We bought a new rotary self-powered mower that doubles the mowing swath to 10ô.  

7) We began a special fund to buy a replacement tractor. Thus far, we have collected $2,550 for the tractor fund. We appreci-

ate your generosity. 

8) We painted our green front gate, yellow parking curb-stones, teal shade structure, fences and tables at our airplane field. 

The heli field is next to be painted. 

9) We rebuilt one of our bleachers using beautiful redwood planks. 
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10) We graded our roads and filled in the enormous hole at the turn of the road on the way to the heli field. 

11) We have kept the fire danger down by doing a wonderful mowing job. Many kudos to Larry and his generous mowing 

crew. Special thanks to Michael Rapp for his mowing at the Heli field. 

12) We hosted a Cub Scout troop at our field on May 15.  Our day was similar to what we did with Flights of Fancy. Thanks 

to Frank Battaglia for directing this successful event.  We taught 60 children in San Marcos about model aviation on April 7. Al l 

the children like Bill Hillôs rubber powered Skystreaks. 

13) We have a full compliment of flight instructors on Monday nights, have received new 2.4 radios as a gift; several new 

trainers have been donated  

14) Bob Peterson installed new signs at our field to remind us of club rules. 

15) We have managed to keep the aluminum table tops clean. Thanks to Larry Hufford who heads this service task. While we 

are supposed to clean up after ourselves because our momôs donôt fly here, Larry cleans for us if we forget. 

16) We featured a main speaker at our March membership meeting: Ret. Col. Spiro Pisanos. Many thanks to John Binikos who 

arranged this. 

17) We began a program with local hobby shops to offer a $50 certificate to first-time buyers of  r/c planes as an incentive to 

join our club at the reduced rate of $150. 

18) We flew at Lifeway Baptist Church on a April 10th to demonstrate model flying. Special thanks to Ray Nemovi who flew 

awesomely.  

19) Frank Battaglia has published great Transmitters this year!  

20) Gary Thompson has created our new website and keeps it updated! 

21) We hosted our yearly premiere event, the Heli-Fun Fly. Many, many tanks to Bill Hill and Ray Nemovi for putting on a  

wonderful weekend celebration.   

It is satisfying to review your accomplishments! What a marvelous club we have! You men are generous.  I am just the orches-

tra leader while you óplay the notesô that make fine music. Many, many thanks to you.  

Cutting the trees on our property 

On May 22, Bob Lang said that the areas extending 2,500 feet from both sides of the stream in the jungle are considered wet-

lands and thus, a permit is necessary to remove trees. We shall not cut down trees on our property. 

The Field 

On May 18,  I received a phone call from Carl Hebert of the San Diego County Code Enforcement office. They received a 

complaint about the level of noise at our field. A neighbor less than a mile away has been annoyed with our noise for the past 

year and wants the County to do something about it.  This neighbor lives in the area across Highway 15, not that far away from 

the end of our runway near Los Padres Street. 

Some giant scale aerobatic planes with huge engines are amazingly quiet. I have also seen the opposite and have been annoyed 

with their noise level from time to time.    Engine size in itself is not the problem, but the way the engines are muffled. Propeller 

size has much to do with noise level. A three bladed prop is quieter than two blades. 

 

I was at the field about 2 months ago when an old timer (Someone older than me) was flying an unmuffled 2 stroker. I com-

plained to him about the noise level and his response was, ñDonôt give me any grief. My engine is not as loud as some of those 

big gassers out here.ò  I had to agree with him, but he too was in violation of our flying site rules which state that his engine can-

not be operated at the field without a muffler. 

Since we want to preserve our flying field, we will do a better job at policing ourselves about the noise level.  On May 

26, the board decided specific actions be taken to lessen the noise level. I will not mention them here, but Varley is publishing 

them later in this issue of the Transmitter. These are important! 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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John Bennett from the Code Enforcement-noise abatement division- of the County of San Diego spoke with me about this is-

sue on May 28. He was impressed that we are taking this matter seriously and are working to lessen the noise level. He is sending 

us a statement of facts, i.e. what the DB level in this area should be, and what the complaint says. 

If a member takes the stance that our noise issue with neighbors has no merit and dismisses it, you put us all at serious risk of 

loosing the field. Because you may be inconvenienced, please donôt let that prevent you from giving us your kind cooperation. I 

have every reason to believe that we will successfully resolve this noise issue. Thank you in advance for your understanding and 

cooperation. Just a final thought. You can always safely fly rubber powered airplanes with me or electrics! 

Heli Filed Painting 

Our next project is to paint the Heli field. Some have said, ñLet the heli guys paint their own place.ò Thatôs possible, but I pre-

fer to be more generous as  Mike Rapp was generous. Mike is a dedicated heli flyer who came to our airplane field to paint one 

Saturday. If you can be as generous as Mike to return the favor, I will  appreciate it and so will others.  The heli field belongs to 

all of us, not just to those who use it. It is a club asset and we need to protect our club assets from the weather. Our first painting 

at the heli field will begin on Saturday, June 5th at 8:30 am. This is a way of earning Palomar Dollars. 

If you happen to walk the field to retrieve a model and you notice rocks or other debris, kindly remove them. Why? 

They eat up mower blades which cost the club money.  Larry Hufford will set a date at our June club meeting for policing 

the field for rocks and other debris.    

Bill Hill   placed first at Grossmont in an indoor rubber powered plane contest on Sunday May 2, 2010. 

Ray Nemovi said that no heli pilots fly 72 anymore. Thus, the top channels i.e. 55-60 can be given back to us.  

ROADS HAVE BEEN GRADED 

Our roads have been graded , thanks to Joel Ramirez (a heli pilot) who graded on May 15 with a skip loader. Among the many 

places he graded, there was a yawning hole at the turn of the road going to the heli field, big enough to swallow a car. Joel fi lled 

in this hole created by years of run-off and did a fine job.   Next we have to replace two culverts to improve drainage. Palomar 

dollars will be given for this task which will also be directed by Larry. 

An Old-Time Hobby Shop 

We receive other clubôs newsletters. ñInterferenceò is the newsletter for the San Gabriel Valley R/C League.  In it is an adver-

tisement  for the Covina Hobby Center. 

On May 8th, I had the pleasure of visiting it. This old-fashioned hobby shop has a huge 

B-17 suspended from its original 15ô high tin ceiling, and a 40% Mustang among other suspended models. They sell lots of 

rubber powered items. I havenôt been in such a complete hobby shop since I was a kid. They also deal in model trains. It looks 

like the shop was begun probably in the 30ôs by the ownerôs father. They are located in downtown Covina, and if you are up that 

way, it is worth the effort to stop in. It reminded me of the hobby shop at Muncie in the AMA Museum.   

A San Diego County Code Enforcement Officer visited our field on May 27. He was working to close the open case dealing 

with the barn removal, shade structure and containers on our property. On May 28 the officer called me saying this case is now 

closed.    

Raffle 

Thanks so much to Robert Wylie and Bob Lang who made a heroic, and I use that term seriously, a heroic effort to put on 

three excellent raffles. In the three months that they revived the raffle, they provided over $2,000 worth of prizes!  Due to lack of 

sufficient interest in the raffle, it is being discontinued. Save your tickets because weôll have  a raffle at our Holiday Party in De-

cember. 

June 19th is the date for our Interclub Fun Fly. See you there! See Bob Peterson for details. 

Happy 55th anniversary to all of us!  We are planning our annual July 4th Club picnic. 

Joseph Buko 

President of the Palomar R/C Flyers, Inc. Wings in the Jungle 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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Club Meeting Minutes for May  2010  

Club Meeting Minutes           May 20, 2010 

 

Welcome to new members Pat Falley and Derek Lewis, and also Marvin Clemens from the Fallbrook Flyers.  Currently we 

have 187 members. 

Motion made and accepted to waive reading of the minutes and accepted as published. 

Treasurerôs report: Checking account has $991.75 and savings $8000.   Year to date income $9,022 and expenses of $10,517.  

These numbers will change when the income and expenses from the upcoming Heli event are included. Treasurerôs report ac-

cepted. 

Thanks to Varley for preparing the club tax reports for state and federal, and thanks to Frank for his fine work on the Transmit-

ter. 

 Todd led a discussion of the noise complaint we received from the county, and it was suggested that if you know your plane is 

noisy, try to muffle it more, and/or be considerate of the neighbors by not flying during certain hours.  Tests will be done to 

measure DB around the field and the results reported at the next meeting.    

We will not be cutting any trees in spite of the ownerôs request as it would be in violation of environmental regulations for the 

property. 

We still need donations for the tractor fund.  One new mower has been purchased and worked very well in its cutting debut; 

however we still need a second mower and a new tractor.  The road to the heli field has been graded and the large hole filled in.  

Joel Rameriz has received a 2 year membership in exchange for bringing out equipment and doing this job for the club. 

There was a request for help for the Heli event on May 20-22. There will be shirts for sale in addition to those provided to the 

registered pilots.  

Bob Peterson reported that he would like at least 20 flyers to participate in the egg drop fun fly on June 19th.  There will be a 

$10 entry fee with 10% going to the winner.  There will also be a steak or chicken BBQ- please RSVP with your choice. 

The raffle reportedly had $800 in prizes but only about $300 worth of tickets purchased. 

Frank reported that Boy Scout Troop 79 enjoyed their day at the field on May 15th.  Bill cooked and brought rubber band pow-

ered airplanes for some friendly competition. 

It has been suggested that we change the bylaws back to 1 day/year for a guest flying.  The amendment will be printed in the 

next transmitter and voted on at the June meeting. 

Model of the Month was awarded to Daniel Lanz for his father-son project which took a year to scratch build from plans.  The 

paint job alone took him 200 hours and $70 of masking tape. 
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This is Stephen Glenwalker.  I am a new member to 

Palomar R.C. Flyers.  You might have remembered 

me from either the Pink Styrofoam electric airplane or 

the red and black 58" electric 300 from Precision 

Aerobatics.  You haven't seen me for a while because 

I have been deployed.  

 I came out to Afghanistan in Late February time 

frame, and have been out here ever since.  My deploy-

ment is for a year.  

I thought some of you all would get a kick out of 

seeing some of the things I'm doing out here.  Of note, 

my platoon is in charge of training Marines how to fly 

small unmanned aerial vehicles;  

specifically the Raven B.  

 I guess it's followed me out here.  I'm just glad that I have been able to use a hobby to train Marines how 

enhance their awareness on the battlefield!!!  

For those who don't know what the Raven B is:  The RQ-11 Raven is a remote-controlled small class un-

manned aerial vehicle (or  SUAV) used by the U.S. military. This vehicle was originally introduced as the 

FQM-151 in 1999, but in 2002 developed in the RQ-11.  The craft is launched by hand and powered by an 

electric motor. The plane  

can fly up to 6.2 miles (10 km) up to altitudes of 1,000 feet (305  m) above ground level (AGL), and 

15,000 feet mean sea level (MSL), at flying  speed of 28-60 mph (45-97 km/h). A single Raven costs about 

$35,000 and the total system costs $250,000. The RQ-11B Raven UAV weighs about 1.9 kg (4.2 lb), has a 

flight endurance of 60-90 minutes and an effective operational radius of approximately 10 km (6.2 miles).  

The RQ-11B Raven UAV is launched by hand, thrown into the air like a model airplane. The Raven lands 

itself by auto-piloting to a pre-defined landing point and then performing a near-vertical 

 "Autoland" descent.  The UAV can provide day or night aerial intelligence, surveillance, target acquisi-

tion, and reconnaissance.  A little more expensive than my average foamy hahaha!  

Stephen Glenwalker  

 

 

Hello from Afghanistan!  


