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The Newsletter of the Palomar RC Flyers  
RC Web Site N http://www.palomarrcflyers.org/ 

Parents please pass  this copy of the Transmitter on to 

your Junior Member (s) as you see fit. 

AMA Charter #141  

Presidents Column June 2010 

ñWings Over the Jungleò 

 

July 4th Celebration 

We celebrated our 55th birthday as a club on July 4th!  Many, many thanks to Frank Battaglia for 

leading this sweet event. Frank is one of the most giving members in our club and I speak for the 

rest of the club when I say that we truly appreciate You and your vast generosity. You spend your 

most precious asset for us freely, your time. The giant sheet cake with our club logo that you pro-

vided celebrating our clubôs birthday was the bomb along with the ice cream! As far as anyone re-

calls, this is the first time our club has celebrated our birthday! Happy 55th birthday to you all! A 

special thanks goes to Bill Hill who worked so diligently to make our celebration a smooth one. My 

wife and I heard many praises for the clubôs effort today. What a wonderful success! Thanks to all 

who worked to make it enjoyable. 

When a club has been around as long as 

ours, (over a half-century) and has as 

many members and assets, the club must be doing something right. In 

any family there are differences and people we wish were not our rela-

tives, so also it is true with us. There is no perfect club or society. 

When all is said and done, we are still together with all our faults and 

failings. As president, I get to hear a lot about what I ought or ought 

not to do. Some folks tell me to ócanô someone for a serious failing, 

and if I took that advice, there wouldnôt be many left in the club, in-

cluding me! The way I see it, when you are hurt by another club mem-

ber, please stay with us anyway because we are doing the best that we 

can even though itôs not good enough for you.  Iôve not yet heard of a 

perfect club. 

As I write this on July 4th after our celebration at the field, I believe 

that ours is an excellent club, warts and all. What a sweet celebration! 

Between 75 and 90 folks showed up!  I spoke with young Sean Mel-

ton about our 55th birthday, and he was surprised. Our club began more than 10 years before Seanôs dad was born! We stand on 

the shoulders of giants, and one of those is Bob Lang. Happy birthday, Bob and to all of you club members!  

Steven Lund  (EAA member, aircraft maker and airplane modeler) 

We need a PowerPoint projector for our August 19th meeting. May we borrow yours if you have one? 

Next month, Steven Lund from Corona has graciously accepted an invitation offered by Dave Truax and me to speak to us. 

Steve has built 5 Fieseler Storchôs, each one better than the last. His latest and permanent keeper is a 75% ómodelô of the full 
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scale. His is over 30 feet in wingspan and weighs 800+ pounds; the full scale plane weighs over 3,000 pounds. Itôs registered as a 

LSA (light sport aircraft).  He flies it at a top speed of 80 mph, and is flying it to Oshkosh at the end of the month for their annual 

fly-in. His Storch appears in this monthôs EAA magazine! It has a wing loading of 5.2 pounds per sq. foot whereas a Piper Cub 

has a wing loading of over 6 pounds per sq. foot! He bought the kit from Columbia, S.A. for $50,000 and added another $40,000. 

It is Rotax powered. The Storch is faithful in almost every detail to the original, including the overhead cloth blinds that keep the 

sun out of the greenhouse for pilot and passenger. Ron Peterka, are you reading this? Youôll love his extensive detailed scale 

presentation. 

If you donôt recall the Storch, it was first made in Germany about 1936 and was used during WWII  for observation. It has 

wing slots and can land in 50 feet like a stork! It sits high on its oleo landing gear. There are a number of model airplanes of it. 

Steve will show us his build through PowerPoint, and so Iôm asking if there is anyone in our club who has a PowerPoint pro-

jector that we can use at our August 19th meeting. Please let me know as soon as possible. If you have friends who might be inter-

ested in hearing him, please invite them. If necessary, we can use the big meeting room. Steve is an interesting speaker. Heôs a 

model builder and considers this his ultimate ómodelô! 

When I asked if his wing spars were wood or metal, he told the following story of why the later planes have metal spars. His is 

based on one of these. He said: 

The Germans manufactured this plane in France during WWII,  first with wooden wing spars. However, the spars often de-

laminated in flight resulting in crashes. After investigating why they delaminated, the Nazis discovered that  the French aircraft 

workers were urinating in the glue!  When I shared this story with club member Tom Johnston, he remarked, òThat really pissed 

off the Germans!ò 

Plan to attend our August 19th club meeting for an enjoyable evening. 

Heli Field 

The heli field is painted, thanks to the heli pilots.  We painted it on the first three Saturdays in June. It looks sharp and is the 

first time itôs been completely painted in 10 years. The former pink, white, and green tables are now all teal. These dedicated men 

worked very hard.  

We are looking for a heli chairman. Can that someone be you? 

Tractor Fund  

The good news is that we now have enough money to buy a tractor! The bad news is that the money is still in your wallets. Six 

out of the clubôs 190 members contributed $2,610. We appreciate any contribution, small or large. If everyone else contributed 

$50. weôd be able to buy our tractor now. While thatôs not going to happen, it shows that if we all contribute just a little, our goal 

is more than attainable. We will make it even though it will take time.  

Re-sealing the Runway 

We are in the process of securing bids for resealing our runway. If you have connections with a paving company, please let us 

know. We plan to have our runway resealed and striped  in September. 

It was last resealed in September 2008 @ a cost of about $3,250. Southland Paving is coming to the field to measure for a free 

estimate on July 8 @ 8AM. I am also contacting the WEIR Asphalt and Construction Co. in Escondido; they resealed it the last 

two times. 

Noise Complaint 

On July 5th, before  meeting the man who complained to the County about our noise,  I stood at the corner of Highway 395 and 

Pala Mesa Road. Directly in front of me, across the road is the back gate to our field. Itôs the one on the western end of the 

ñbridge to nowhere.ò  Immediately to my left behind some trees and bushes is the beginning of a large track of homes! If you 

were to stand at our old gate and throw a stone across Old 395, you would be able to throw it into our closest neighborôs back 

yard!! They are that close and the sound is loudest there. Itôs hard to believe that homes begin right there because the trees hide 

them so well. There are hundreds of homes in this development! This is why we need to fly as much as possible to the center and 

eastern part of our field. Kindly  respect our neighbors who have the collective power to shut us down. 

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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As I stood there, someone was flying a big gasser. When they flew it over the center or eastern part of the field, its noise level 

GREATLY lessened. Then at one point, the plane nearly overflew Highway 15! This is strictly forbidden.  All past presidents 

have begged us to never fly near Highway 15, and Iôm continuing that tradition. Since this is such a serious issue, from time to 

time, I will stand on the ñbridge to nowhereò to monitor compliance. Offenders will be reprimanded! That kind of flying puts the 

entire club in jeopardy. I do not believe anyone overflies 15 intentionally. Itôs always by mistake, and this mistake will have seri-

ous consequences. 

On July 5, Varley Longson, Gary Thompson and I met with Charles Dillon, the man who filed a noise complaint with the 

County. Charles is a former private pilot and aviation mechanic who complained to the County about 8 years ago because our 

noise bothered him then and has bothered him ever since.   

When we visited him at 9AM, a few folks were flying, and it was overcast. A big gasser flew and from this manôs back yard, 

one could hardly hear any noise from our field. He remarked that if this is the way it could always be, he would like that. He said 

that he has put up with the noise for the last 10 years, and added with vehemence that he is not going to put up with it for the next 

10! We got the feeling that he is a very particular man who likes it quiet. From his residence, the traffic on Highway 15 sounds 

like a quiet whisper. He complained about the noise generated by us all day long on Sunday, July 4th.  He invited us back to hear 

the usual noise level generated on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. Mondays are the worst. Tuesday and Thursdays are the qui-

etest; I happen to fly then. 

We told him that we are limiting the noise and times that planes can fly. I said that I am trying to get our members to fly their 

maneuvers more to the middle and east of the field. He agreed that would be a big help. For now, we are going to post the new 

sound rules and monitor their results. 

In mid-June, I noticed a pilot flying most of his maneuvers over the west end of our field, so I asked him if he could fly more 

towards the center or the eastern side of our field.  I explained why and he was happy to oblige. I asked the same thing of another 

member who immediately answered, ñNo!ò  I asked why and he said because he is bothered by the sun which he could see out of 

the corner of his eye when he flew east. Yet, even when the sun was at his back and was no longer an issue, he continued to fly 

predominantly over the west end of our field. It is this kind of uncaring attitude that makes for poor community relations and 

harms us all.  

We all fly over the west end of the field; that is the direction in which we take off. I am kindly asking that we be more respect-

ful of our neighbors, thatôs all.    It is a sign of respect to those people living just on the other side of the freeway. Thank you for 

your understanding and kind cooperation. If there is no wind, we can easily take off eastward. 

When a noise complaint is filed with the County of San Diego, they in turn notify the owner of our property. Thus, we have 

three sets of eyes or ears watching or óhearingô us. They are our neighbors, the County and the owner. When the owner was noti-

fied of the noise complaint, he directed one of his attorneys to contact us through Tom Minegar to find out how we are handling 

it. I sent him a copy of the letter I sent to the County, a copy of which is included in this issue of the Transmitter. 

On July 4th, some big gassers flew. For example, James flies his 3-D ship and that giant puts out just 92 db @ 25ô. It is a pleas-

ure to watch him fly and the sound level is just right. Dave was flying an even bigger gasser, I think with an 85cc engine, and 

with his new muffler, his noise level is also acceptable. We appreciate your successful efforts to calm the beasts down. At the 

other end, someone pointed out that a 30cc engine was louder than the 85cc!  So, we still have work to do;  it can and will be 

done! 

I make a big deal about noise and this noise complaint because noise is the number one problem that gets clubs like ours 

kicked out from their flying sites. Let us work together on this ever present issue to be as respectful and quiet as possible. Rubber 

power anyone?Electrics sound better every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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June 26, 2010 

I received a phone call from a woman on the east coast who located our club through the internet. Her father, an avid modeler,  

died and she wanted to know if we would accept his model equipment. He lived in Rancho Bernardo. I shall save these items for 

our December raffle. 

David Drown recently was similarly contacted by a widow of a former club member. Weôll save these for the November auc-

tion and December raffle. Finally, Leon Freidman left the hobby due to ill health, and the kits and items he donated will be han-

dled similarly. Thank you Leon. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Leon is a retired Air Force Col. who presented me with 

an authentic USAF Command Pilot insignia which I always wear. 

July 17th. 

On that Saturday, we plan to have the Young Adventurers at our field from 9 to 1. We will host 15 to 20 children with an aver-

age age of 11. We first  hosted them in 2008. Weôll demo a glider tow with Tom Minnegarôs Citabria, have a heli demo,  other 

demo flights by club members, have the children fly a trainer via the buddy box, assemble rubber powered Skystreaks,  have a fly

-off, and feed them lunch. The field will be closed to others on that Saturday during that time. 

Clubôs Heli 

Due to a mechanical malfunction, our club heli is in need of repair. On June 30th, the  board voted to repair the heli. This is a 

major repair costing about $450. The board will be discussing whether or not we as a club need a training heli.  

Next yearôs club officers elections. 

In  September, nominations will be taken for the next slate of club officers for 2011. Thatôs just two months away. Ballots will  

go out in October, and the election results will be announced at our November meeting. So, now is the time to start thinking 

about ñthrowing out the bumsò starting with me! 

A personal note: 

Iôm working on a rubber powered r/c plane with a 46ò wingspan with rudder and elevator! Bare bones structure weighs 3.5 

ounces.  All up weight should be about 10-11 ounces. This is the ultimate green machine that is silent! If youôve never seen a 

rubber powered r/c plane, soon you will be able to! 

Joe Buko 

President of the Palomar R/C Flyers, Inc. 

Wings in the Jungle 

(I only landed my jumbo rubber powered plane once in the jungle. God bless whoever mowed down the thistles on the side of 

the hill going down into that area where the road ends to the east of our field!) 

 

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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Club Meeting Minutes for June 2010  

Welcome to new member, Joachim Hettich (Joe). 

Motion was made, seconded and voted to accept the May meeting minutes as published in the Transmitter. 

Treasurers Report was accepted, Checking Account has $1,889, Savings Account $11,000, including tractor fund 

of $2550.  

David Drowns reported that he has received a donation of planes and materials which will be sold at the August 

swap meet or the November auction.  Remaining items will go into the raffle at the Christmas party. 

Reminder that the monthly raffle has been discontinued as it was not paying for itself. 

Joe reported that he had seen a large tortoise by the gate.  Also be aware of rattlesnakes this time of year. 

We have been cleared by the county and do not need permits for any of our remaining structures.  To be in compli-

ance we have removed the car track, the old barn, and changed the shade structures.   

Painting has been completed at the heli field, so now all painting is done.  We have used 20 gallons of paint at $94 

per 5 gallon container. Larry has asked for help from members to remove rocks and debris as they find them around 

the runway as these damage the mower blades. 

The club will be hosting the Young Adventurers on July 17.  Several members volunteered to help with buying 

food and cooking (Dave and John), helping the children build Skystreaks (Bill, Brian and Joe), pilots to demonstrate 

flying with both fixed wing and helicopters (Justin, Frank and Clay) and instructors to fly the trainers (Butch, Todd 

and John Butler).  

Noise Complaint Update: 

 It has not been established what the county actually wants us to do at this point in time, if anything, however it 

was decided that as a good faith effort we should restrict the hours for flying the big gassers, as they seem to be caus-

ing most of the problem, and also to control the Db by testing.  A motion was made to accept the hours and Db limits 

as listed below, and was seconded and approved by the members present. (You can also check item #10 under Flying 

Site Rules) 

Over 98 Db no fly at Johnson Field 

93-98 Db flies 9-5 daily 

88-92 Db flies 8-7 Mon-Sat 

88-92 flies 9-7 Sun 

Under 88 flies anytime 

If you need a good muffler for your big plane check out Desertaircraft.com. 

Joe read a letter to be sent to the county asking for the name of the complainant so that we could work with him on 

this issue, and letting the county know that the club is being pro active in reducing our noise levels.  Since the owner 

of the property gets a copy of any complaint, he has also been assured that we are doing what we can to be good 

neighbors to the surrounding homeowners. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept a return to our original rule about guest pilots at our field.  

Check item #1 a under Flying site Rules. 

Joe suggested that all members review the Standing Rules and Flying Site Rules.  Please do not fly a 2-stroke en-

gine without a muffler.  Remember there is no alcohol allowed at our field, we are still finding beer bottles in the 

trash.  Clean up after yourselves so there is no trash, litter, rubber bands etc. around your tables.  There are no run ups 

allowed under the shade area, use the tables set up specifically for this activity. 

Model of the Month went to Bill Hill for a rubber powered, kit built, Lightspan covered, Aeronca C-3 plane that 

weighed in at 4.2 ounces. 
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Board  Meeting Minutes for June 2010  

Meeting called to order at 7:00              2 members absent: Joe Buko and Bob Peterson 

The meeting was to open with comments from Ray Nemovi, but he did not show up. 

There was a short review of the Heli Fun Fly with Bill Hill reporting that this yearôs event took more work than 

was necessary and could have been scaled down some. The subject was then tabled for the next board, as they will be 

making the decisions for the 2011 heli event. 

There is an opening for a Heli Chairman, and it was decided to post a notice in the transmitter requesting interested 

candidates to contact the board. Justin is filling in as temporary Heli Chairman until August. 

It was decided to fix the club helicopter, which was damaged at the last Monday night training.  After it is repaired 

the board will discuss whether to keep a heli trainer or sell it. 

The cost of fuel for the trainer planes and helicopter was about $500 for the last 12 months, with about $250 worth 

of fuel not yet used.  A portion of this amount is for the Monday night training sessions, and there were suggestions 

to charge $15 per session, to ask for donations from students, or to simply not purchase any additional fuel in an at-

tempt to keep costs down. It was decided not to do any of those things for now, but the instructors did volunteer to be 

more aware of fuel use, and to control the number of flights made with club trainers.  It should be noted that the fuel 

is also used for other occasions such as the upcoming Young Adventurers event. 

Joeôs written agenda mentioned that he had heard from the county with the name of the complainant, and he has 

made arrangements to meet with him at his home, along with Varley and Gary Thompson.  They will be seeking 

more information as to what times and days are the most offensive so that we can attempt to control noise levels dur-

ing those periods.  The day and time of this meeting will be ñsecretò so that any ongoing flying will be as normal as 

possible. 

If anyone wants to know the db for their plane, or another plane at the field, they can do readings themselves by 

using the club meter and the premeasured marks on the runway. 

The db meter is in the shed, and there are blue marks indicate where to place the plane and additional blue marks at 

25 feet to indicate where to take the readings.  The readings should be taken down low, at the level of the plane. 

The 4th of July picnic will be going on as planned, with the cooking to start about 11 am.  In addition to the usual 

fare we will have a birthday cake to celebrate our 55th year. 

On July 17th the club will be hosting the Young Adventurers group of 15 or so children.  The North County Times 

has been notified and we hope that they will cover the event. 

Darrell had suggestions for fun activities for the children which included making a wind sock and setting up a 

simulator.  He will email copies of his list to the board members. 

 Thanks again to the mowing crew who were out knocking down mustard weed and grass.  Larry said this will need 

to be done once or twice more before the end of the year.  He asked again for help in picking up the rocks and debris 

that damage the mowers. He mentioned that he will be ordering some parts to repair the riding mower. Larry also re-

ceived approval for a project to modify the storage area so that there will be adequate room to safely store the new 

mower. 

David will be getting some bids for resealing the runway as it needs to be done this fall. 

 A written list of club activities for those who donôt have a computer or need a reminder   will be available in the 

plastic box to be attached to the shed. Thank you, David. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50                 Respectfully submitted, Merrily Faust, Secretary 
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Announcements   

REMINDER  

Attention Pilots :  Please read the AMA Safety Code for 2010 they have been updated.  

All members you are required to wear your membership badge at all times when you are out 

at the field and place one in the frequency board when flying.  

(If you do not you maybe asked to leave)  

 

If you Fly gasoline engines you must have a FIRE EXTINGUSHER with you or you can not fly period!!  

 

 

 

 

 

Also all Club members and guests we are all adults for the most part and as such should set the example, 

please clean up after yourself ie: pickup trash, wipe down tables after use and be safe and courteous to your 

fellow members.  

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact any board member.  

Tractor Wanted  
The club needs a 30+HP tractor with 15 foot brush hog to maintain our flying field. Our current 70 year old 

tractor is well beyond retirement age, very labor intensive, and struggles to handle the heavy weed growth. 

The field maintenance team will give a new tractor a good home, maintain it, and exercise it regularly.   If you 

have any candidates/ideas please contact Joe Buko -  (760) 726 -8831 or Larry Hufford -  (760) 749 -1606.  

Donations are needed to help update our training fleet. 

Please continue to support us with your donations we truly appreciate your help 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH      
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Announcements   

NEW FLYING SITE RULES  
Over 98 Db no fly at Johnson Field 

93-98 Db flies 9-5 daily 

88-92 Db flies 8-7 Mon-Sat 

88-92 flies 9-7 Sun 

Under 88 flies anytime 

New signs have been posted at the field 

(You can also check item #10 under Flying Site Rules) 

 

There is an opening for a Heli Chairman,  interested candidates please 

contact the board.  

Justin is filling in as temporary Heli Chairman until August. 

 

July 5, 2010 

  

Dear Officers and Board of Palomar Flyers:  

I as I am sure many of your members and families would like to thank you for such a fine An-

nual Picnic on the 4th. 

The food was excellent.  The tables festive in their red white and blue.  Special thanks to 

Frank Battaglia for all the special extras and the wonderful Birthday cake celebrating the 55th 

Birthday of the club.  The root beers were fun also. 

Special thanks to Bill Hill and Joe Buko for their donning of Chef's hats, with cooking, chop-

ping and keeping everything together. 

A fine event  and congratulations to a fine group of fun flyers.  

Thanks again,  

Bev A and others. 

 




