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Presidentôs Column for January 2010 

 

A huge óThank Youô to our outgoing club officers, George Dawe, Bill Hill and 

David Truax, and former board member, Todd Melton.  George, our club owes 

much of its success to you. Thank you for having led us these past two years 

and given so much of yourself to us. We appreciate you and all you had to en-

dure with the County. Thank you Bill and Dave, Men of the Year! You have 

given yourselves without reserve. We are fortunate to have such dedicated and 

capable men among us and look forward to all of your continued input to our 

club.  Finally, thanks to you who selected me as our Clubôs leader. Iôll give my 

all for you.  

First a little about me and our hobby. I come from Stratford, Connecticut, where the famous Chance 

Vought F4UCorsair was designed and built!  It is also Sikorsky Aircraftôs home where my father 

worked for Igor Sikorsky. I began building rubber powered model airplanes in kindergarten, (1945) 

moved up to towline gliders, control line and Nodic sailplanes.  I flew  u-control stunt  in the AMA 

sponsored Mirror Meet at Floyd Bennet Field in Brooklyn, NY,  sponsored by the New York Daily Mir-

ror. (1955). I was also an Air Scout in a Sikorsky sponsored troop. 

Then there was no modeling for 10 years due to the seminary and priesthood, but  I returned to rubber 

power and u-control in the late 60ôs after I married. Then it was R/C sailplanes at Torrey Pines in the 

70ôs and 80ôs when I moved to California from New York.  I was a Palomar R/C Flyer and a member of 

the Joint Military R/C Flyers for about 15 years back then with Rich Anderson. The famous Williams 

Brothers, (Granger and Larry) were members of our club when our field was in San Marcos near Linda 

Vista. In 1979 I designed and scratch built a 28% size Sopwith Pup which appeared in Radio Control 

Modeler Magazine. (You can still buy the plans on-line.) I last saw my plane 3 years ago at the AMA 

Convention!  Iôm into giant scale and appreciate old timer planes, combat, sailplanes and rubber power. 

Like you, I never tire of watching the miracle of flight and always come back for ñone more flight.ò   I 

have over 50 years in the hobby and like Frank Burke, I love to build. 

Being elected president does not, unfortunately, bring with it the power of omniscience. I donôt have all 

the answers, but collectively, we do.  As president, I want to expand our club horizons and entertain 

creative projects, like finding a reserve field, perhaps adding solar power to our flying site, and bringing 
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Presidents Column Continued  

back Top Dog. I like to listen to the wealth of your experiences and knowledge. For example, among men 

like Jack Dedrick, Ron Peterka and Leon Freidman, they have over 200 years experience in our hobby! 

Each one is a library! Our club members make things happen. You know what needs to be done and you 

continue to step up to the plate to make things happen, especially in Combat. What a great combat article in 

the latest issue of Model Aviation! Great going! 

The office of president is similar to that of an orchestra leader who helps bring out the best in each member 

and the group. All together we create a superior intelligence in our club that surpasses any one individual, 

and we intend to tap into it. The answers to problems that we face as a club reside with all of us, collec-

tively. Being president means knowing how to distill those answers from you all.  Youôll find in me some-

one who listens to all points of view, and one who intends to run our club collegially. Together weôll thrive 

this next year because of the hard work that so many of you and I shall continue to do.  

  

Joe Buko  President 
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 ATTENTION:  

Palomar R/C Club Updates  

 

EFFECTIVE IMEDATELY!! Gate procedure change:  

We had a trial period of leaving the gate open during the week and the last person out locking it up. 

Well we had a few problems with this practice and the Board has decided to go back to locking the gate 

behind you when you enter and leave during the week. On weekends the gate will be opened from 9am till 

1pm.   

 

Attention Pilots : 

Please read the AMA Safety Code for 2010 they have been updated. 

 

All members you are required to wear your membership badge at all times when you are out at the field 

and place one in the frequency board  when flying. (If you do not you maybe asked to leave) 

 

If you Fly gasoline engines you must have a FIRE EXTINGUSHER with you or you can not fly period!! 

 

Also all Club members and guests we are all adults for the most part and as such should set the example, 

please clean up after yourself  ie: pickup trash, wipe down tables after use and be safe and courteous to your 

fellow members. 

We will be setting up an information center at the field to include business cards, membership apps. And 

flyers. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact any board member. 
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 Election Results  

New Officers and Board Members for 2010 

 

       PHONE# 

President:  Joe Buko   760-726-8831 

Vice President: Brain Juarez   619-843-6100 

Secretary:    Merrily Faust    858-693-3777 

Treasurer:  Varley Longson  760-723-1335 

Board Members: 

Bob Peterson     760-945-5956 

Butch Abongan     760-855-2162 

David Drowns     760-740-1715 

Frank A. Battaglia     760-727-4574 

Darrel Albert      760-741-2505 

John  Hartsell Jr     760-753-7681 

Larry Hufford      760-749-1606 
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Board Meeting  

Board Meeting Minutes            January 6, 2010 

 

After a discussion of recent problems with unauthorized people on the club property, a motion was made 

and seconded to keep the gate locked on weekdays, and by 1:00 on weekends and holidays. 

The calendar was reviewed and most events for 2010 were scheduled.  

With the help of San Marcos Trophies we will be able to reuse some of the ñtrophyò plaques that had 

been originally made for the car track. 

The raffle lost money for 2009 although in previous years it had made money.  The board will be check-

ing on possibilities for continuing the raffle, but there will be no raffle at the club January meeting.  The 

board will vote on this issue at the next board meeting. 

It was reported that the club is short by $357.50 after totaling income and expenses in 2009, however ex-

penditures included meeting rooms and trash for 2010. The treasurer reported that a new checking account 

and a money market have been opened, and that some $13,000 dollars have been deposited into those ac-

counts. 

Current membership is at 157 members. 

The club sign on the old gate is to be removed and replaced on the main gate. 

Larry will manage a ñmaintenanceò crew to continue with the work of mowing, removing the ruts in the 

road, taking trash to the dumpster and cleaning the flight tables.  He will need more volunteers to accom-

plish all this, so anyone who can volunteer should contact him.  There will be Palomar dollars awarded for 

these chores.  It was also discussed that every club member needs to help by cleaning the table they use.  

It was reported that the training planes are in poor condition.  The cost of converting to 2.4 was also dis-

cussed, and there will be further research done on the status of the existing planes and the process of repair, 

replacement and conversion.  

There was interest expressed on updating the1999 by-laws. The board will be looking into the cost and 

specifics of what needs to be changed. 

It was suggested that we consider charging a day use fee for guests.  

It was noted the club fire extinguisher has disappeared from the field. AMA rules state that flyers with 

gas engines may not fly without a fire extinguisher, so members must bring their own fire extinguisher 

when flying gas engines. 

Cards are being printed and will be available at the field to give to interested people. 

Further research and discussion will be held on the possibility of installing a solar charging system as 

seen on page 53 of the January 2010 issue of Model Aviation. 
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 THANK YOU  

A Huge THANK YOU to the Membership comity Varley Longson, Glenn Pholy and all who helped 

with our recent election and key exchange. 

What a difference a year makes This was taken on Jan 3 2009  

This was taken on Jan 2 2010 

KEY EXCHANGE 


