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The Newsletter of the Palomar RC Flyers  
RC Web Site N www.sportclubsdesign.com/palomarrcflyers/ 

Parents please pass  this copy of the Transmitter on to 

your Junior Member (s) as you see fit. 

AMA Charter #141  

Presidents Column February 2010 

  

Who is the great-grandfather of our club? Rich Anderson. Why? Because he is the member who has been 

in our club longer than anyone else for 36 years!  Congratulations Great-Granpa!  

George, we wish you the best when you maiden your FW-190 at French Valley Airport, tentatively set for 

March 20th  Iôll be there whenever it is.   

I was flying my Buzzard Bombshell on Jan. 12th  while sitting in ñJohn Cutlerôs chairò on the flight line. 

Suddenly I lost sight of my plane because of Bill Hill! What happened? Bill built his impeccable, beautiful 

white + translucent amber Buzzard and was about 20 feet in the blue as he gently descended to land. His 

plane was so sweet that it caught my eye. I couldnôt ignore such a beauty flying by.  When I returned to 

look at my airplane, it was gone! Duh!! I saw a Buzzard afar off, wiggled the sticks, but it was Johnôs! I 

panicked and yelled for help to find my plane! ñI donôt know where my plane is!!! Help me!ò 

A few seconds later, although it felt like minutes,  I think it was eagle eyed Gary Thompson who said, 

ñThere it is!ò I estimate that it was at an altitude of 399.67 feet, slowly flying serenely from west to east.  

Moral:  

Bill Hill ought not to make such perfect planes and fly them so sweetly that he attracts that much attention! I forgive you, Bil l. 

On Jan. 11, Todd Melton wrote an e-mail: ñBoy, the amount of non-members showing up to fly on weekends is just silly right 

now. I think we had a few on Sunday who would have flown had we not been there to police the activity. We really need to re-

mind the members about wearing their badge. Good call on you board members to get it into the Newsletter.ò 

Vice President, Brian Juarez, saw someone flying so far away that they were on the other side of Highway 15! Bill Hill has a 3 

minute video on You Tube that shows just how very close we are to Highway 15. His video was taken with an on-board camera.  

You can reach You Tube thru Google by typing: EJF SPORT JET @ PALOMAR FLYERS. One can fly over the highway in the 

blink of an eye. We canôt say it enough: NEVER overfly the field markers near the highway.  We are doing a good job of staying 

clear of the power lines to the left of the field. They carry 12,000 or 40,000 volts. 

These are the reasons for closing the gate during the week: 

1) At times during the 3 months the gate was left open, the last person who left the field failed to lock our gate. Periodically, 

both George and Varley visited our field in the evenings and found the gate open! On some occasions, George found non-

members flying both at the heli and aircraft fields.  

2) 2) On Dec. 28th, I received a phone call at 3 pm from a non-member, Craig, who said he was locked in. ñCould I come and 

let him out?ò The last person at the field locked it around 12:30. What was Craig doing for that time? Was he flying?  He was 

trespassing. 
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3) Around the first of the year, Varley found several non-members at the heli field who had just arrived. When he asked what 

they were doing there, they told him they were there to look at flowers. At that time before the rains, not even weeds were grow-

ing. 

Within the past month, several men were on our property for target practice! Also, a vehicle drove in with an off-road vehicle 

scouting our land for possible use.  

Some of our senior members have expressed fear for their safety that if they are at the field, and there are only a few of them left 

flying, they want the gate closed because they donôt feel safe with it open. 

No one likes to stop his/her vehicle and unlock the gate. To minimize problems, we ask for your kind understanding and coopera-

tion. It takes one irresponsible non-member to create a problem involving Highway 15 and Johnson Field could be history. 

Bill Hill and I attended an AMA workshop at the Convention in Ontario about introducing middle-school children to aviation. 

Thank you, Bill, for your presentation about this to the club on Jan. 21. I look forward to working with you on this with children 

in the San Marcos area.    If you are interested in working with children in a school setting, please call Bill. Palomar Dollars will 

be given.  

Model Aeronautics:  

 I intend to scratch build a .90 size r/c assist Cleveland Viking, a 1940  free flight. Plans show a lifting stabilizer. Question: 

Should I build the stabilizer with a lifting, symmetrical, or flat airfoil?   Former club member Bernie Jaeger, an aerodynamicist, 

advised against using a lifting stab. Why? The lifting stab was used to improve its glide only as a free flight plane, but we accom-

plish the same with elevator thru r/c. Airplanes are not built with lifting stabs, and if Bernie were building it, heôd simply use a 

flat airfoil. (Bernie is 90, lives in El Cajon and helped design the F4U Corsair.) The last time I used a lifting stabilizer, the plane 

wanted to tuck under in a dive. A lifting stab is only good for free-flight models. 

Our club is a great club primarily not because of our individual personalities, but because we set aside our differences and work 

together on the tasks it takes to make our club thrive, and we are thriving.   We have a marvelous club and field because of you, 

our members. Thanks to Todd and Sean Melton, Frank Battaglia, Arnon and Butch Abongan for painting the tables at our field . 

As president, I received an appeal letter from Major General B.G. Butcher USMC retired. He is asking for a financial donation 

from our club to the ñFlying Leatherneck Historical Foundationò that runs their air museum at Mira Mar. 7 years ago, our club 

donated $2,000. to the museum. If  2/3 of our members contributed $5. each, we could send them a $500 check. If youôd like to 

donate, you can send in a check and weôll put them together and then send one large check to benefit  the Museum. 

Bob Lang graciously accepted my request to write our history. Our club goes back to 1955 and his writings will appear in install-

ments first in our Transmitter, and later on our web site.  

 

***A new raffle will begin at our March club meeting!***   

Thank you Bob Wylie for taking on this important task. He ran the raffle for 4 years when Bob Lang was president. 

 

May you have as many happy landings as you have take-offôs. 

Joe Buko 

President  Palomar R/C Flyers, Inc. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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Club Meeting Minutes for January 2010  

Meeting called to Order at 7:30 (amidst rain and hail)  

The previous minutes were corrected by changing the amount of money left 

at the end of 2009 from a negative $357.50 to a positive $4497.61, and ac-

cepted with this correction.  

Treasurerõs report: $12,915 has been collected for 2010 dues. After expenses 

we have $1988 in the checking account and $11,000 in savings. Report ac-

cepted.  

Thanks given to Darrell and Larry for moving the signs and cleaning the flight 

tables.  

Welcome to guest Brett Rotheram of San Marcos, who flies planes and heli-

copters.  

It was pointed out that it was the request of the property owner that the gate 

be locked on weekdays, so there was no further discussion on this subject.  

The gate will be open on Saturday and Sunday until 1:00 or later at the discre-

tion of a responsible club member who will check both fields and lock the gate 

on departure.  

Bob Peterson suggested that we post some signs reminding club members to 

wear their membership badges (this is a club rule.)  

The possibility of building a solar powered charging station was discussed 

and tabled.  

In spite of wet rainy weather it should not be necessary to close the field 

due to muddy roads.  Gravel has been added that should deter problems, but if 

it is deemed necessary to close, an email will be sent to notify club members.   

There will be a work party to paint at the field and earn Palomar dollars.  

Contact Joe.  

Model of the Month:  B -25 built by Frank Burke from a twenty five year old 

Royal Kit.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45.  
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          Model of the Month  

Frank Burke's newest build of a B-25 Mitchell Bomber won Model of the Month award 

for Jan.  This is an older Royal kit done up in Doolittle's Raiders 

scheme with noseart from the restored Pacific Prowler.  It has two OS-55AX two-

stroke glow engines inverted with on-board glow.  Wing span is 71 in. and uses Rhom air 

retracts.  It weighed in at 12.2 lbs. with a wing loading of 37.24 oz.  It was successfully 

flown twice the end of Dec.  (Photos courtesy of Clay Hoag)  
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