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The Newsletter of the Palomar RC Flyers  
RC Web Site N http://www.palomarrcflyers.org/ 

Parents please pass  this copy of the Transmitter on to 

your Junior Member (s) as you see fit. 

AMA Charter #141  

Presidents Column March 2010 

April 2010                 

We experience special times that just happen. One of those serendipitous moments occurred at 

our field on Saturday, March 13th. What happened? Nine men spontaneously showed up and we had 

a giant painting party. While Michael Rapp and his two sons were busy mowing the lawn at the heli 

field, nine volunteers made lots of progress painting at the airplane field. Steve Kallum painted 

while Bob Peterson regaled us with his humor. Bob even did a bit of painting between skits.  Tom 

Johnston  painted as did the two John Hartsells. Arnon painted and Bill Hill and Victor took apart 

the bleachers and primed one of stanchions. John Hartsell Jr. completed the painting of the yellow 

concrete curb stones in our parking lot. At length, Mario drove in just as the last paintbrush was be-

ing put away. His timing was perfect and do you think anyone ribbed him? Never, especially when 

you think of Bob!  

Slowly, our field is returning to its former glory even though the teal matches the color of our 

outhouse. From what I have heard, most members like the new color. It has pizzazz. Thanks to Todd 

Melton for choosing it. I like it. 

Many thanks to Bob Lang who wrote our history which appears in this issue of the Transmitter.  

Bob, thank you so much.  Bob spent more than 45 hours to research and write his remembrances. We owe much gratitude to Bob 

and Maxine for what they have done and continue to do for our club. We stand on the shoulders of giants who gave of themselves 

to make our club and field the treasure that it is today. After I read our history, I appreciate the monumental work it took to locate 

and build our excellent flying field.   We are enriched by knowing some of what has gone on before we arrived on the scene. Iôd 

like to quote one of Bobôs entertaining remarks to whet your appetite. 

ñWe flew at our Questhaven Field for about nine years until the property was sold for development in 1991. During this time, 

a lot of members brought their old carpet for the pit area. The carpet was four inches thick in places, we later found out, and if 

you werenôt careful on a summer day, you could fall asleep on it while waiting for your frequency pin. If we found one of our 

members asleep we would all try to fly as quietly as possible so we wouldnôt disturb their slumber, all the while keeping a close 

eye on them so they didnôt get overdone, as in second degree sunburn. Soon, the smell of what then passed as sunscreen was as 

strong as the alcohol and nitro.ò 

Now a word to you who have been in the club for many years. Would you kindly take time to add some of your remembrances 

to our history?  We should consider Bobôs words as a work-in-progress. Bob is offering to type your words if you do not use a 

computer. Write up your recollections in pen or pencil, and Bob will turn them into a óword documentô for the computer if you 

canôt. Bobôs historical document will also appear permanently on our website. 

Our club meeting on March 18th was unusual in that we had a featured speaker, Ret. Col Spiro Pisanos USAF, the Flying 

Greek. He kept our attention for an hour, and I was sorry to have to call time at 9 PM. Many thanks to John Binikos who ar-

ranged for Spiro/ Steve to share his historic aviation experiences with us. For those who did not attend, you can read his book, 

ñThe Flying Greek.ò Itôs a page-turner and a most enjoyable read. 
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Thanks to Robert Wylie and Bob Lang for their work to restart our raffle.   Over $400 worth of merchandise was given away 

at our March meeting, and the raffle earned another $100! Our first raffle of the year was a success. Thanks for your support. 

Thanks to you two dedicated men. We appreciate you both. 

On April 18th, Paul Revereôs Day, our club will once again fly at the Fallbrook Air Park Open House. Last year, Vince 

Tolomeo flew his scale F-15 jet turbine there! What a treat!  Some of us thought that flames were glowing inside the twin exhaust 

pipes as Vinceôs jet climbed up and away from us showing us the jetôs tailpipe. I  learned at our March club meeting (Vince won 

model of the month)  that the glow inside to tailpipes  is due to two sets of LED lights arranged in a circle around the two exhaust 

cones! Very hot, Vince! 

Next month, we will host our annual Heli-Fun-Fly. This happening has always been a big deal; it is the biggest deal of all our 

activities!  Even if you donôt fly heliôs, come on out because the professional level at which these pilots fly is as good as it gets. If 

you have never come to witness awesome heli flying, this is the year to do it! It will be on May 21, 22, 23. Ray Nemovi is head-

ing it up this year while Bill Hill is the CD. There will be night flying on Saturday, and that is something very special. Treat 

yourself, and even your wife who seldom comes to the field; even she will be impressed. Try it; youôll like it. My wife intends to 

come on Saturday night. 

On Monday March 15, we began our first of the flying season training evenings. These are dedicated to teaching new pilots to 

fly and will continue to the end of daylight savingôs time in the fall. Frank Battaglia has taken over the baton as head instructor 

from Darrell Albert who retired from this duty after many years. To say óthank youô to Darrell for a job well done is totally inade-

quate. Darrell, you are the man! Thank you for the years of service which you gave so generously to so many. Your legacy lives 

on in the pilots you have taught to fly. 

Varley secured our 2010 AMA Club charter for us.  We are an AMA field, and only AMA members are allowed to fly here. 

Remember when flying that your card is to be worn so that others know you are a club member. We have former members who 

sometimes show up and fly and pretend to have forgotten their card! Others donôt know they are no longer members, and thus 

they scam us. ñNo card-No fly!ò 

Welcome to Bill Hill our Public Affairs Coordinator. He will be in charge of getting the word out to the community about our 

major events, such as the Heli Fun-Fly, the Dawn Patrol, our Scale Electric meet, combat events etc. 

The next item directly affects you and our field. Please read this. How are you affected? Because if mowing is not done, we 

fail on one of the terms of our lease and the rest would be history! 

Did you know that we lease our 93 acre flying field for only  $1. a year from the Papas Development Corporation? Most of it 

is covered in grass these days, and as part of our lease agreement, it is our responsibility to keep the grass and weeds down due to 

the fire danger which is right around the corner. That means we must mow the grass on the entire field! Not-mowing is not an 

option. This is one of the things to which most of us pay little or no attention.  We must mow the grass so that we can keep the 

privilege of our flying field. In short, if the grass is not mowed, weôre out-a-there! Consequently, we owe a great debt of gratitude 

to our unsung heroes who mow our property. 

Our tractor is ancient. How old? More than a half-century old! In fact, Jack Dedrick states it was made in 1941, 69 years ago! 

We owe much to Jack, Larry Hufford, Don White, and Bob Lang among others for keeping old friend  Herbie alive. Larry feels 

that we are keeping ñHerbie the Tractorò on life-support. 

Recently, weôve been hearing the tractor talk. Herbie is saying: 

ñLook, Iôm completely tired of running for 69 years. I was born with just 26 horsepower but with my failing health and ad-

vanced age, with what is left, I have all I can do to pull your small 5ô wide mower. When the grass is wet or high, I canôt get 

through anymore. One of these days, I swear Iôm going to blow myself up! Iôll stick a rod through my crankcase, or maybe Iôll 

throw a piston or two. I just hope I donôt kill someone! I need to rest and want to retire to the Vista Steam Engine Museum.ò 

Where did our faithful but now frail tractor come from? Many years ago, Bob Lang bought it for $2,000, and after extensive 

repairs, it began its life with us. A small part of the fixing was to clean out the gas tank which served as a home for field mice! 

The tractor is living beyond its life-span and is on life-support. 

Larry says that it takes 150 hours per year to mow our field, but no member can be expected to donate that much time. Thatôs 

the equivalent of mowing 8 hours a day, 5 days a week for nearly a month. Larry MUST have help mowing. In the past, weôd get 

a man to mow and use him until he burned out. Now, Larry has a mowing team made up of Frank Battaglia, John Hartsell, Don 

 Presidents Column Continued  
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Robinson and Greg Ochs. Thanks to you who give so much of yourselves and your precious time. You are doing a task that must 

be done so that we can keep our field. You men are awesome! God bless you! 

When we own a 45 H.P. diesel tractor with a 15ô mower, mowing will be able to be completed in 50 hours a year, or 1/3 the 

time we now require! 

We are looking for the donation of a diesel tractor to replace ñOld Herbie.ò  

Weôd even take a used one! 

A sign of intelligence is the ability to anticipate the future, and we are anticipating Herbieôs eventual death.  Before Herbie 

creates a catastrophe by dying, we need to acquire a more powerful tractor and a larger mower for our field. We cannot afford to 

hire a company to mow for us because that would cost thousands of dollars, and those arenôt Palomar Dollars. Since we will con-

tinue to have our fabulous field, we need to think about this now. We need all the help we can get to acquire our replacement 

diesel tractor.   

For information, I contacted Pauley Equipment in Escondido. A 10 year old 45 hp tractor would cost about $9,000 to10,000. 

Mower is sold separately. Can we begin a special fund for Herbieôs replacement? I will appreciate your ideas. 

On March 24, as I was painting the shade structure at our airplane field, I noticed the many small rips that are beginning to 

appear in the green shade material overhead. In a few places, it is coming apart with large holes. Itôs only a question of time be-

fore this 10 year old shade material totally deteriorates. Fortunately, the green shade material at the heli field was put on with two 

layers and is in good condition. We need to install new green shade material and faithful Larry Hufford has volunteered to head 

up this project. Again, thanks to Larry.  

Every Saturday, except April 10th, we will hold a painting party to paint the wood at the field until it is done. If we work from 

8 am to 11, weôll get the job done before the May Heli-Fun Fly. We are using the last part of our second 5 gallons of paint and 

will need another 5!. That means it takes 15 gallons to paint our wood; there is so much of it! Weôll also paint the  Heli field. 

May you have as many happy landings as you have take-offs. 

Joe Buko President of the Palomar R/C Flyers, Inc. (who also flies unlimited  rubber power)! 
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Club Meeting Minutes for March  2010  

 

Meeting called to Order 7:30 PM    About 50 members present 

Welcome to new member Greg Moshier. 

Frank Battaglia was thanked for the great job on the Transmitter, and in turn, he thanked all those who 

contribute to it each month. 

Bob Wylie reminded everyone to buy raffle tickets.  He also thanked the members who donated things. 

Anyone who has raffle donations can just bring them to the meetings. 

Bill Hill has taken on the job of Public Relations for the club and has been making up event flyers and 

club flyers for posting at the hobby shops. 

Thanks to Bob Lang for writing up the club history from its beginning in 1955 to present day.  His report 

will be on the web site and included in the next Transmitter.  

Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as posted in the Transmitter.   

Treasurerôs report was also accepted: February income $2525, expenses $3322; $900 in the checking ac-

count, $11,000 in savings. 

Pilots are needed at the Fallbrook Air Show on April 18.  This is part if the Avocado Festival and the 

field will be open for flying all day. 

Gary Thompson reported that the new web site is up and running.  He will accept articles for the site, but 

requests that they be finished pages written as Word or similar documents.  We will need to renew the do-

main site in May at a cost of $100. 

Lifeway Baptist Church in Vista needs help with an exhibition of Park Flyers on April 10th from 9-11.  If 

you have an electric plane and could volunteer please contact Joe. 

We started the process of updating the Constitution and By-Laws.  The proposed changes to the Constitu-

tion were accepted unanimously as posted in the last Transmitter. 

After some discussion there was either a 2/3 majority vote, or a unanimous vote to accept the proposed 

changes to the following sections of the By-Laws: Membership, B; Officers and Duties, II; Elections, A. 

Please refer to the Transmitter for the specifics of these changes, and also review the remaining proposed 

changes in preparation for voting at the next meeting. 

 

Guest speaker, Col. Steve Pisanos, author of the book titled The Flying Greek, shared his childhood 

dream of becoming a pilot, and the process by which his dream came true.  

 

Model of the month was a jet aircraft built by Vince Tolomeo. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:00 PM                  Respectfully submitted, Merrily Faust, Secretary 
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"Tom Minegar attended the March 31st board meeting and presented a club marketing program designed to gener-
ate new members. Tom has also volunteered to co-ordinate the operation of the plan that was approved by the 
board. Once monthly, on a Saturday from 9am until 1pm we will place a sign at Hwy 76 and Pankey Road offering 
free flying lessons for all ages. The sign will be a portable, sandwich type sign that can be read by passing motorists 
from both directions on Hwy 76. An instructor pilot will be available with a dedicated trainer and buddy box to give 
demo flights and lessons for any visitor that drops by the field. We hope to continue this plan for the rest of the 
year. In addition, the Monday evening instructors will also be able to use our sign to generate new members and stu-

dent pilots. If you have any questions about this plan contact Tom at tom@minegarfinancial.com "  

Announcements   

Bill Hill has gracefully accepted the position as our Public Affairs Coordinator  

We truly appreciate all that Bill has done for our club and continues to do. 

Tractor Wanted  
The club needs a 30+HP tractor with 15 foot brush hog to maintain our flying field. Our current 70 year old 

tractor is well beyond retirement age, very labor intensive, and struggles to handle the heavy weed growth. 

The field maintenance team will give a new tractor a good home, maintain it, and exercise it regularly.   If you 

have any candidates/ideas please contact Joe Buko -  (760) 726 -8831 or Larry Hufford -  (760) 749 -1606.  

 

Donations are needed to help update our training fleet. 

We have received from anonymous sources the following to date: 

6eaï Specktrum DX5eôs Transmitterôs 

3eaï AR500 receivers 

3eaï Buddy cords 

1ea Trainer plane 

1ea Magnum .40 XLS engine 

Please continue to support us with your donations we truly appreciate your help 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH      

mailto:tom@minegarfinancial.com
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Announcements   

Lynn Murphy of North County's  Los Caballeros de Aventura, Inc. (The Young Adventurers) has asked 

us to host a Saturday for about 15 to 20 children, ages 8 to 16, with the average age being 11. We last 

hosted them in 2008. They would like to schedule a Saturday at our field in either July, August or Septem-

ber. Last time, we provided an introductory flight on our trainers, built some Delta Darts, had a fly-off of 

them, and provided lunch. 

 

We are looking for a volunteer to head this community outreach effort. 

 

Who is the generous man who will step forward? Palomar dollars will be given. You can count on my help 

that day. We'll need some instructors too. 

 

Joe at 760-726-8831  

May 15th we will host Cub Scout Pac 709. We expect between 20 and 30 scouts , Bill Hill has agreed to 

BBQ for us and we need volunteers to help out. Earn your Palomar dollars  

We will discuss Bernoulli principles, primary flight controls surfaces, safety, and preflight. Then 
fly the RC trainer aircraft. 12:00 noon  Break for lunch, after lunch flight demonstrations such as 
RC 3-D helicopters, 25% or larger RC aerobatic aircraft, and air to air combat simulation. After the 
demonstration more instruction will be available.  

Contact: 

 Frank A. Battaglia  760-727-4574   E-mail - fbattaglia53@gmail.com 

Tim Hitchcock  760-929-8559 x103  E-mail - tim@standardfilter.com  

REMINDER  

Attention Pilots :  Please read the AMA Safety Code for 2010 they have been updated.  

All members you are required to wear your membership badge at all times when you are out at the field and 

place one in the frequency board when flying. (If you do not you maybe asked to leave)  

If you Fly gasoline engines you must have a FIRE EXTINGUSHER with you or you can not fly period!!  

Also all Club members and guests we are all adults for the most part and as such should set the example, 

please clean up after yourself ie: pickup trash, wipe down tables after use and be safe and courteous to your 

fellow members.  

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact any board member.  
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Board  Meeting Minutes for March 2010  

Meeting called to Order at 7:00 PM            All members present 

 

Tom Minegar presented some ideas for getting new members.  It was approved to have him get a sand-

wich style sign made, to put out one Saturday a month (first or second weekend to be decided by Tom and 

the volunteers that agree to assist with this program).  The same sign can also be used on Monday nights. 

The sign would invite interested people to come into the field for a free flying lesson.  The sign would be 

placed out by the highway at Pankey Road, and would be returned to the storage after each session.   

Merrily has prepared a flyer with club information to be given to interested parties at the field.  Look for 

it in the plastic ñreal estate typeò box on or near the storage. 

Frank Battaglia prepared a list of suggested items for a packet to be given to new members.  After discus-

sion of the cost to print that much material, it was decided that for now, Varley will add some of the sug-

gested additional information to his current letter. 

There was discussion as to how many trainer planes the club needs and how much of the current equip-

ment could be sold or disposed of.  We have 7 flyable trainers. A final decision was tabled until the instruc-

tors have a chance to meet and discuss this topic. 

The board sends a huge ñThank You!ò to the generous, anonymous donor of new radio equipment for our 

instructors.  We have received six DX6 radios, 3 receivers, and 3 buddy cords.  This will be a great im-

provement over our present training equipment.  

One bleacher framework has been painted and it was approved to purchase the redwood planks and stain 

to complete it. The second bleacher will be done at a later date. 

Bill Hill made mention of a rubber band plane event to be held in San Marcos at Jackôs Pond Park for 

school children on April 7th.  He also asked for and received approval to have t-shirts printed for the heli 

event. Shirts will be available for purchase at the event. 

Bob Peterson received approval to print small signs for both flying fields that remind people ñNo Badge, 

No Fly.ò These signs are to remind members to wear their badges, and to watch for anyone flying that is not 

wearing a current membership badge.   

The cloth on the shade structure is about at the end of its life expectancy and is developing some holes.  

Larry will get some estimates on the cost of new shade cloth. 

Darrell reminded the board that sealing the runway will soon need to be done again. 

Joe Buko says if everyone would grab a brush and some paint from the storage and paint a board before 

flying each time, we would soon have everything painted for the year!   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 PM                             Respectfully Submitted, Merrily Faust 
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FALLBROOK AIR SHOW SUNDAY, APRIL 18! 

 

The 2010 Fallbrook Avocado Festival Air Show is fast approaching!  This is the premier, regional, publicly open air show for 

us to show off our models and what you can make them do.  

As in the past at the Fallbrook show, on Sunday, April 18th, our club demos will be a featured event.  We will have the oppor-

tunity to fly RC demos all day long, except when the tower notifies us that the full-scales or ultra-lights need to take-off or land.  

Just about everyone who flew last year had a chance to fly a demo as many times as they wanted.  This year, we can expect more 

of the same ï show up, put your planes, gliders, & helis out for demo, show off to the crowd, smash up a few combat ships, and 

answer questions to the visitors about our hobby and our club.   

This year, I have been told by the Airport Manager we will have at least four hours of total flying time.  

Even though itôs a blast just to show off your stuff, your participation in this show will, as always, earn you Palomar Dollars 

towards next yearôs membership.  You can fly demos, bring your planes/gliders/helicopters for the static display, help with setup/

teardown, answer questions, or any combination to earn your PDs.   

We always have a great time, and itôs just plain fun.  We donôt frequently have a crowd at Johnson Field that loudly shows 

their appreciation for the models and skills in which youôve invested hard work; I guarantee you, youôll get that at Fallbrook 

There will be more information and a sign-up sheet at the March and April club meetings.  If you canôt make the meetings, 

please call me or send me an e-mail if you want to be part of these shows.   

Glenn Pohly 

858-414-9749/glenn@pohly.net 

  


